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and men running on to them get severe and often
fatal wounds. Pitfalls three feet deep " panjied " at
the bottom and neatly covered over are also frequently
used. Favourite spots for the defence of their villages,
which generally straggle among the hills with primeval
forest all around, are usually found in thick jungle,
ravines with steep approaches, or river gorges, where
the Kachins will block and spike the approaches at
suitable spots and have their guns trained on this
ground from above or from the opposite side of the
gorge, to open on the enemy when brought to a halt
by the obstruction. As a result of many, difficulties
and losses when at first British troops were con-
fronted by these Kachin tactics, the following plan
was invariably adopted : an advance guard of six men
leads, two flanking parties follow at some distance,
for in these wooded regions troops are absolutely
confined to the one path or track, and with the latter
is a mountain gun. As soon as the advance guard
comes on to the stockade or obstruction, word is
passed back and this party disappears into the
jungle at the side. The flanking parties work at
once round each side of the defences, while the gun
is pushed forward to a convenient spot and used
against the works, and the main body then advances.
When Kachins attack they do so at night, preferably
just before moonrise. They are not head-hunters
like their western brethren, the Nagas of Assam, but
cut off the head of an enemy in proof that the Kachin
brave has killed his man ; they then throw the head
away as having no further value.

In character these people are said by all who have
come  in   contact  with  them  to   be   vindictive   and